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2004 GALA FUNDRAISING A SUCCESS
Over 250 philanthropic souls attended “Splendor
In The Grass,” the Gardens annual fundraising
gala on May 15th and contributed approximately
$25,000 for Garden operations.  The weather was
doubtful earlier in the week, but Mother Nature
smiled on the Gardens and granted us blue skies,
a moderate spring temperature, and a vibrant land-
scape as a backdrop for the event.  Presenting
sponsor for the evening was Munro & Company
and Tim Parker Chrysler Dodge Jeep was the par-
ticipating sponsor.  Crown Royal and Redwood
Creek Vineyards provided the beverages.

University of Arkansas Athletic Director, Frank
Broyles, served as honorary chairman and Terry
Wallace, the Voice of Oaklawn Race Track, was
Master of Ceremonies.  The well-organized,
black-tie optional affair was planned and executed
by members of the 2004 Gala Committee, co-
chaired by Sue Brunner and Cheryl Howe.  Other
committee members included: LeeAnn Arthur,
Suzie Burch, Doanh Doanh Hollis, Agnes Mathis,
Carol Pratt, Pearl Dean Ralph, Alberta Shinn, and
Bette Stoelzing.

Elaborate centerpieces, masterfully designed and
arranged by Bette Stoelzing and members of the
Hot Springs Grow and Show Garden Club, attract-
ed the attention of the partygoers upon entering the
massive tent erected on the Great Lawn.  Café 1217
catered the elegant meal that was served by volun-
teers and AmeriCorps members.

Dozens of Hot Springs businesses generously
donated door prizes that were given away through-
out the evening.  Among the prizes were a trip to 

Pictured left to right (seated): Rodney Tillman,
Martha Hixon, Sam Brown, (standing) David and
Sandy Davies.

Pictured from left to right: David Davies, Tom
Vandegrift, Jane Gearhart, Sunny Evans, and
David Gearhart. Continued on page 3
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ALONG FOR THE RIDE

Ten years ago, on September 1, 1994, I began my first day of work as a full time
employee of the Gardens.  I arrived realizing its tremendous potential and with high
hopes for this wonderful gift to the University, but with no idea how those dreams
might be fulfilled.  Through the support of many, in that amazingly short time, I and
literally thousands who have contributed, have enjoyed quite a ride!  The simple trail
with a nice collection of blooming plants I had been documenting with other univer-
sity staff during the previous four years has been transformed into a young but out-
standing botanical garden.  We’ve taken significant steps leading us well along the
way toward realizing Mrs. Garvan’s original vision.

In only ten years, the Garden has completed a master plan, raised $8 million in pub-
lic funds, and thanks to our many donors and outstanding board, has made major
strides toward an equal amount in private support.  We’ve created membership, edu-
cational, and special events programs and have built the ‘bones’ of a garden as good
as any in the United States.  The seven outstanding interns bringing their fresh per-
spectives to those programs and facilities this past summer serve as another example
of the advances made in a program that didn’t exist then.  As proof the rest of the
world is recognizing our efforts, this spring The Journal of Japanese Gardening, the
leading international English language periodical on that subject, ranked the Garden
of the Pine Wind among the top 15 Japanese gardens in America.

That’s just a smattering of the many accomplishments in only a decade.  Even better
is what’s in store in the future.  Fall construction will begin on the Anthony Chapel
and the boardwalk of the Evans Children’s Garden will follow soon after.  Those two
unrivaled additions to the Gardens infrastructure should open the next decade with a
bang.  And, in an ongoing tradition of steady improvements to the Gardens physical
plant that aren’t always evident to the public, our dedicated grounds staff has just fin-
ished a production greenhouse to help with special displays in the Welcome Center
and gardens.  Just a few more examples that the University is honoring the standard
of world-class quality Mrs. Garvan set for all our efforts.  But, we’ve still got lots to
do!  What we’ve built constitutes only 25% of the master plan, so the next decade
holds even greater things in store.  A proposed expansion of the Welcome Center, a
new education building and demonstration gardens, and the new horticultural core
designed by P. Allen Smith are just a few examples of a major cultural legacy con-
stantly unfolding at the Gardens.

Even after ten years, the Gardens continue to inspire me.  Recently, during a discus-
sion with board member Dorothy Morris and an expert she brought to visit, I had an
exciting idea for a unique butterfly house that is appropriate to our Garden and its
mission.  There are an endless number of other great opportunities out there.  Those
opportunities are just waiting to be discovered and translated into the world-class gar-
den that was always Mrs. Garvan’s dream and has been mine since that fall day that
seems like it was just yesterday.

I hope you’ll stay aboard for the next ten years.  I’m certain this ride will be just as
exciting as the last.

Sincerely, 

Bob Byers, Garden Director 


